When Columbia Mailman School alumni
met current students at a networking

event on campus this spring, the

room was buzzing with connection

and community. There was lots of talk
about career plans, challenges, and
opportunities. One thing everyone could

agree on: Public health matters.

Interviews by Dana Points
Photographs by John Herr
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Suzanne Kirkendall, MPH 18

Sociomedical Sciences

CEO, North America at BVA Nudge Consulting

We apply human psychology to help clients
change the behavior of customers, employ-
ees, and the public.

My public health degree honed my expertise
in behavior change and communication and
provided me with a strong global network
of wonderful people with whom | continue

to exchange expertise and opportunities.

Columbia Mailman School is one of my
“happy places.” | absolutely loved what |



What’s in the future for you?

Do you have a tip for today’s students?

Why public health?

What have you enjoyed about the School?

The field of public health is more than 100
years old. Why does it matter now?

What’s in the future for you?



How are you feeling about the future of public

What’s in the future for you?

Why does public health matter now?
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health? “Cautiously Hopeful” "Devastated” “Energized”

What’s in the future for you?

Why does public health matter now?
How has your public health degree helped further
your career?

What keeps you connected with the School?

Why public health?

Do you have a tip for today’s students?

What have you enjoyed about the School?

What’s in the future for you?

What problems are you excited to solve?

Why does public health matter now?
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"Speechless” "Steadfast” "Urgency” "Optimistic™ "Resilient”

Why public health?

What keeps you connected with the School?

What have you enjoyed about the School?

Where do you think the biggest public health
opportunities lie in the coming decades? What
problems are you excited to help solve?

Why does public health matter now?

What’s in the future for you?

How has your public health degree helped

further your career?
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L AN
"Hopeful and Hesitant" "Concerned” "Committed” "Hopeful”

School has profoundly shaped my profes-
sional life, and staying connected allows
me to help the next generation of public
health professionals find their path.

Keep an open mind and pursue the joy. Pub-
lic health is a broad, dynamic field, and your
path doesn’t have to be linear. Follow your
curiosity, stay connected to your values, and
seek out opportunities that align with both
your skills and your sense of purpose.

Facing serious health threats, from HIV/
AIDS and COVID-19 to obesity and work-
place violence, show that public health is
both urgent and forward-looking. It equips
us to protect communities today while
preparing for emerging challenges.

| see bright, passionate, capable students
and professionals stepping up with energy
and purpose. The future of public health
will require all of us working together, stay-
ing grounded in evidence, and never losing

sight of the greater good.

Vanya Bhardwaj, MHA 26

Health Policy and Management

While working for the National Alliance

on Mental lliness, | learned to appreciate
efficient systems. I’ve seen firsthand how
operational and administrative burdens can
be detrimental to patient care, and | want
to reshape that from within.

I’'ve loved the people I've interacted with.
From peers to professors to mentors, ev-
eryone radiates optimistic energy.

COVID taught us that no amount of tech-
nological or clinical advancement alone

can shield us from uncertainty. A strong
public health infrastructure is the framework
through which we can respond to global
health threats, promote wellness, and
address disparities that can affect health.

I’'d love to work in consulting for a few years.
Longer term, | want to develop a tool to alle-
viate administrative burdens in hospitals, to
enhance patient experience and outcomes. |
believe artifical intelligence will be key to mak-
ing healthcare more affordable and enabling
providers to focus on care without being over-
whelmed by administrative burdens.




How has your degree furthered your career?

What keeps you connected with the School?

What’s in the future for you?

Do you have a tip for today’s students?

Why does public health matter now?

Why public health?

What’s in the future for you?

What problems are you excited to help solve?

Why does public health matter now?



“Uncertain” "Cautiously Optimistic” “Motivated”

What’s in the future for you?

Do you have a tip or for today’s students?

Why does public health matter now?

Why public health?

What have you enjoyed about the School?

What’s in the future for you?

What keeps you connected with the School?

What problems are you excited to solve?

Why does public health matter now?
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