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•  Research on news coverage of public 
health issues

•  Media advocacy training and strategic 
consultation for community groups and 
public health advocates

•  Professional education for journalists
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•  What do you want to change in the world?

•  How will you change it?

•  Why do you want it to be changed?

Message Is Never First
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It takes more than a 
message. 



Media advocacy is the strategic
use of mass media to support
community organizing to advance
a social or public policy initiative.

 Media Advocacy Definition 



 Media Advocacy Comparison  

Brand X Media
Individual Focus
Warns & Informs
Personal Change
Message
Information Gap

Media Advocacy
Issue Focus
Pressures & Mobilizes 
Policy Change
Voice
Power Gap



Education Can’t Compete





Air cover for ground troops. 



 Frames as Mental Structures



 Just a few clues…
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 …might surprise you
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What’s on the slate?  
Competing Values

Market Justice Social Justice
Personal responsibility Shared responsibility
You’re on your own We’re in this together
Duty to your family Duty to the collective good
Government interferes Government protects

A mashup of Daniel Beauchamp 1976 & Jared Bernstein 2006 



 Competing Stories: Obesity

You Are What You Eat What Surrounds Us Shapes Us
Poor parenting Junk food marketing
Bad habits & personal 
choices

Neighborhood connectivity & 
safety (transit, recreation)

Overactive thumbs, 
underactive legs

No time for physical activity in 
school

Exercise, and exercise 
willpower

Local, state, & federal policy 
(taxes, advertising, zoning, etc.)



The Need to Reframe

Institutional
Accountability

Personal
Responsibility
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two communities,

two debates:
News coverage of
soda tax proposals in
Richmond and El Monte
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